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The FAO monitors food prices internationally and develops multiple paths to 
address hunger issues. The WTO has also addressed agricultural prices and the 
stability of the food supply over the course of many years but with little effect.29 
Agriculture has been an issue on the agenda of various rounds of WTO nego-
tiations over the years but with little progress due to the highly politicized nature 
of these concerns, particularly those relating to the rights of governments to 
subsidize their farmers and to manage production in ways that maintain higher 
prices for their food-related exports.

Scientifically, there are efforts to be more effective in food production through 
utilization of genetically modified organisms (GMOs). The idea here is to use 
modern biotechnology for greater agricultural productivity. Crops can be made 
more resistant to pests and more nutritious through genetic manipulation. The 
fear about this modification, however, is that it may undermine natural biological 
processes and have a long-term harmful effect.30
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Source: United Nations World Food Programme, “Food Aid Flows 2012 Report.”

Note: DPR = Democratic People’s Republic; DR = Democratic Republic.www.wfp.org/content/food-aid-flows-2012-report


